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1 . SUMMARY. ON INSTRUCTIONS FROM GENERAL TORRIJOS, HIS CLOSE 
CONFIDANT RORY GONZALEZ INVITED ME TO LUNCH TODAY. HE ASSURED ME 
THAT THE CHANGE IN FOREIGN MINISTERS HAD ABSOLUTELY NO POLICY 
IMPLICATIONS NOR DID IT REFLECT ANY CHANGE OF ATTITUDE ON THE 
PART OF THE GENERAL OR THE GOP. HE INDICATED TORRIJOS HOPEFUL 
WE CAN MOVE AHEAD QUICKLY TOWARD TREATY AGREEMENT. END SUMMARY. 

2. 1 HAD ASKED FOR MEETING WITH TORRIJOS TO FOLLOW UP SUGGESTIONS 
IN REFTEL. I REPEATED REQUEST LATE YESTERDAY AFTER BOMBSHELL OF 
MINISTER BOYD'S RESIGNATION HAD BURST. THIS MORNING, RORY 
GONZALEZ, PROBABLY TORRIJOS' CLOSEST FRIEND AND ADVISER, 

CALLED TO SEE IF WE COULD HAVE LUNCH. AT MEETING HE TOLD ME 
TORRIJOS WANTED VERY MUCH TO SEE ME BUT WAS QUOTE BURIED IN 
APPOINTMENTS UNQUOTE AND WOULD BE UNABLE TO GET TOGETHER 
BEFORE NEXT WEEK. HE HAD ASKED RORY TO MEET ME TO COVER ANY 
IMMEDIATE URGENT BUSINESS. 
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3. 1 TOLD GONZALEZ THAT WE WERE CURIOUS AS TO MEANING OF 
MINISTER BOYD'S SUDDEN RESIGNATION AND WHAT IT MIGHT IMPLY FOR 
OUR MUTUAL TREATY EFFORTS. HE SAID I COULD ASSURE SECRETARY AND 
OTHER COLLEAGUES IN WASHINGTON THAT THIS MOVE REFLECTED ABSOLUTELY 
NO CHANGE IN PANAMANIAN POLICY OR ATTITUDE. HE SAID IT WAS 
BASICALLY A CLASH OF OUTLOOK REGARDING THE MODALITIES OF 
NEGOTIATION: TORRIJOS FELT IT HAD TO BE A TOTALLY TEAM EFFORT; 
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BOYD FELT HE SHOULD BE THE CENTRAL FIGURE AND INVOLVED IN ALL 
DECISIONS AND ACTIONS. TORRIJOS' ATTITUDE HAD BEEN REFLECTED IN 
PRESS INTERVIEW TUESDAY NIGHT AND BOYD HAD RESIGNED IN PIQUE 
AT NOT BEING CONSULTED. 

4. GONZALEZ SAID HE THOUGHT BOYD S RESIGNATION WOULD MAKE 
PANAMANIAN TEAM MORE UNIFIED. HE DESCRIBED ALL KEY CURRENT 
MEMBERS AS COMPLETELY LOYA TO TORRIJOS AND AWARE OF GENERAL S 
ATTITUDES AND EXPECTATIONS. AN INTERESTING SIDELIGHT: 

HE SAID HE EXPECTED THAT GONZALES-REVILLA, AS NEW FOREIGN 
MINISTER, WOULD PLAY LESS DIRECT ROLE IN TREATY TALKS THAN IN 
PAST, WITH ROMULO ESCOBAR BEING PRINCIPAL SPOKESMAN FOR GOP 
DELEGATION AND EDWIN FABREGA AS QUOTE NUMBER TWO UNQUOTE. HE 
INDICATED THAT NEW FOREIGN MINISTER, AS INTIMATE OF TORRIJOS, 
WOULD ALWAYS BE READILY AVAILABLE TO TRY TO HELP RESOLVE ANY 
STALEMATES IN NEGOTIATIONS WITHOUT NECESSITY OF GOING TO 
TORRIJOS. LATTER WOULD REMAIN AS COURT OF LAST RESORT ON KEY 
ISSUES. 

5. RORY NOTED THAT SECURITY ARRANGEMENT IN POST-TREATY PERIOD 
WAS BIGGEST CURRENT PROBLEM FROM PANAMA'S VIEWPOINT. HE SAID 
IT WOULD BE POLITICALLY DIFFICULT IF NOT IMPOSSIBLE FOR PANAMA 
TO GIVE U.S. RIGHT TO UNILATERAL INTERVENTION IN CASE OF FUTURE 
TROUBLE. I TOLD HIM I FELT IT WOULD BE EQUALLY DIFFICULT FOR US 
POLITICALLY TO WIN CONGRESSIONAL SUPPORT FOR A TREATY UNLESS 
THERE WAS SOME FIRM ASSURANCE THAT WE COULD ACT IN CASE OF ANY 
SERIOUS THREAT TO THE CANAL AFTER TREATY EXPIRED. THIS WAS 
SOMETHING WE WOULD HAVE TO HAMMER OUT IN WAY THAT MET BASIC 
REQUIREMENTS OF THE TWO PARTIES. I TOLD HIM I THOUGHT 
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RELIANCE ON A UNITED NATIONS GUARANTEE, AS MENTIONED BY 
TORRIJOS, WOULD NOT MEET OUR REQUIREMENTS. 

6. REMAINDER OF TALK WAS GENERAL BUT FRIENDLY-TOUCHING 

ON THE CURRENT ECONOMIC PROBLEMS OF PANAMA, THE QUALITY OF THE 
LOCAL PRESS, FUTURE OF COPPER MINING, ETC. GONZALEZ TOLD ME THAT 
GENERAL WAS HIGHLY PLEASED WITH RECENT VISIT OF PANAMANIAN 
NEGOTIATORS TO WASHINGTON AND WITH TREATMENT RECEIVED FROM 
SECRETARY VANCE AND U. S. SENATORS. 

JORDEN 
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